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Dear Parents / Caregivers
Tena koutou katoa

Welcome to Whangarei Girls’ High School
for another great year!

This year our roll looks set to be the highest we have ever
had, with an unprecedented number of Year 9 enrol-
ments the main contributor to that. We warmly welcome
over 400 new students and their whanau to our school
this year and look forward to working with you to ensure
your daughters receive a quality education and leave us
well prepared for the next step in their lives, continuing
to make a positive contribution to society. Among the
new students we have some international students,
many of them coming from the other side of the world,
and we sincerely hope that you thoroughly enjoy your NZ
experience. A big thank you to hostel staff and homestay
families for being so willing to take these students into
your homes.

Along with a large number of new students, we also have
the largest number of new staff we have had for quite
some time. Some are replacing staff who have left or are
on leave and others are as a result of roll growth. | am
excited at the high calibre of our new staff and look for-
ward to the new ideas and fresh perspectives they will
bring. They are:

Mary Anderson — Textiles Technology

Graham Barlow — English

Andrea Beazley — Art and Technology

Megan Blundell — Guidance Counsellor

Becky Buchanan — Student Support Centre

Robyn Clarke—RTLB

Tom Cull — Science and Physics

Amber Fairweather — Social Sciences

Jan Fisher — Drama

Rebekah Hines — English

Marcia Hopa — Itinerant Kapa Haka

Camielle King - English

Helena Lamason — Foods

Christo Lee — Science

Sheridan Mellor — Art

Jane Murdoch—Payments Office

Jodie Nichol — PE, Health and English

Suzanne Scourfield — Science, HOD Chemistry

Emma Smith — Science

Nicola Wright — Social Sciences

Amanda Yovich - English

We also welcome back Marilyn Andrews, Nicki Hirzel,
Rachael Drysdale and Linda Towers.

A number of staff left us at the end of last year and we
thank them for all they contributed to our school during
their time here and wish them all the very best for their
respective futures:

Suzanne Atkins — HOD Languages

Pete Northey — HOD Maths

Cala Rentoul — HOD Chemistry

Amy Groome — English

Lucy de Passe — Health and Physical Education

Lysa Stewart — PE and House Dean who has been on ma-
ternity leave for the last two years

Kate Simeonides — Art and Technology ; has been on
maternity leave for the last two years

Jess Collins — Drama; was on leave last year

Ashleigh Young — Orewa College

Liz Gow — part time Guidance Counsellor

Chris Olsen — Languages and English

Lauren Clark from the English Department is on materni-
ty leave this year. Dave Sneddon, Guidance Counsellor,
is working part time this year as is HOD Maori, Ngawai
Haitana-Tuhoro.

Doreen Bailey took up her new role as Principal at Taipa
Area School at the beginning of this year and we con-
gratulate her and wish her well in her new school, as we
know she will be a great principal. We took a group of
students, ex-students and staff, accompanied by our
kaumatua to Taipa last week for Doreen’s powhiri and
we were so proud to have them represent our school
and contribute greatly to making it such a special occa-
sion for Doreen.

At the end of last year, we selected our Head and Depu-
ty Head Girls and their team of prefects and are thrilled
and impressed at the high calibre of student leadership
we have amongst our senior students. The Heads and
Deputies began their official duties by running the first
whole school assembly last week and they did so su-
perbly. Along with their prefects, they have exciting new
plans and projects for this year, fully committed to en-
suring Whangarei Girls’ High School will benefit greatly
from their year at the helm. | am proud to present the
Prefects to you:
Head Girls

Summer Campbell, Amy Horn
Deputy Head Girls

Hiromi Beran, Te Arawa Tumai
Ball Committee

Sarah Barnes, Ella Thomas
Bell House Captains

Keely Angelo-Jones, Laura Harkness



Citizenship Committee

Zahra Cherrington-Irving,

Emily-Rose Hamilton
Cultural Committee

Jorja Heta, Meg Robinson
Design Committee

Megan King
Environmental Committee

lona Hayman, Soktaerodh Sean
Global Issues Committee

Holly Donovan, Zoe Robinson
Health Committee

Ella Parr, Billie Scott
International Committee

Grace Lockett, Maria Lovelace
Lovelock House Captains

Mikaela Crawford, Brittany Glavish
Manaia House Captain

Alesha Ahren, Riaana Guest
Mansfield House Captain

Soktaera Sean, Shian Cottam
Media Committee

Abby Buckthought
Music Committee

Phoebe Robertson
Rutherford House Captain

Macey Polwart, Rebecca Sidford
Sheppard House Captain

Genie Blasingame, Hanna Priest
Sport Committee

Portia Olney-Kemp, Jessica Pilmer
Stage Challenge

Lily Crum, Sophie Gilbert-Keene

The provisional NCEA results have now been
released and we are pleased with our results
overall, while at the same time noting areas
where we would have liked to do better such as

Maori achievement in Level One and Level

Three. However, the focus on the Government
target of 85% success at NCEA Level 2 was ex-
ceeded with 89%. We are thrilled with this fan-
tastic result and congratulate all the students
and teaching staff who worked so hard for this
result. We also heartily congratulate those stu-
dents who received Academic Colours for their
Excellence Endorsements, along with those who
received Elite Academic Colours for having 100+
credits at Excellence level — a truly remarkable
achievement. Huge congratulations too to our
scholarship students and the teachers who sup-
ported them throughout the year. | would also
like to thank you as parents and whanau for all

the support you give to your daughters and the
school as this is critical to academic achievement —
none of us can do it on our own. Success comes
from working together and we look forward to
working with you again this year.

Elite Academic and Cultural Colours were awarded
to the following students for having work published
in the prestigious national publication “Redraft”.

Elite Cultural Colours:

Isabella Anderson

Abby Buckthought

Summer Campbell

Elite Academic Colours Level One:
Tess Bevis

Cailyn Prisk

Nicole Robinson

Elite Academic Colours Level Two:
Isabella Anderson

Hiromi Beran

Ella Parr

Congratulations to all these students for their out-
standing success and also to their dedicated teach-
ers: Mrs Northey, Mrs Potter, Mrs Wati, Ms Rule,
Mrs White, Mr White, Mr Beazley and to everyone
else who supported these students in their journey
to this high level of achievement.

Academic Colours are awarded to girls who have
gained an Excellence endorsement which means 50
or more credits at Excellence level in their respec-
tive NCEA levels.

Excellence, Level One:
CaitlinAlabaster
Renee Ash

Drew Buckton

Libby Cammell

Tariro Chanyau

Caja Clowes
AlvianCortez

Rachel Craw

Olivia Crum

Jorja Dempster
Karmelle Easton
Jasmin Fisher-Johnson
Poppy Griffin-King
Courtney Hammond
Zoe Heswall

Emily Hook



Fiona Howe Tahlia Lawton
Kate Hutchinson Grace Lockett
Shaylyn Jenkins Maggie McGrath

Teaghan Kirby
Bella Latimer

Talia Paul
Phoebe Robertson

Kayla Lear Meg Robinson
Sharon Mar Taine Rouse
Anna Mason Billie Scott
Rachel Mclnnes Rebecca Sidford
Ella McKenzie Sabrina Teoh
Ashleigh Monsen Ella Thomas

Piper Mortimer

Monique Tobin

Nica Munro Chloe Topping
Bernadine Nash Kaitlyn Watson
Cleo Peck Ellie Weston
Tove Petersson Celina Yang
Tori Porter

Arishma Prakash
Uma Robinson
Aimee-Leigh Scott

Excellence, Level Three:
Victoria Cammell
Frances Christian-Farrow

Sarah Scott Natalie Dey
Josie Selkirk Maddie Doherty
Saffron Simpson-Hana Grace Elliot
Lauryn Smith Shenae Heswell
Lauren Thomsen Nina Kalkoff
Sinead Toner Katie Locke
Renee Topp Meg Lyon

Anna Towers
Jaimee Twichel

Bella Marotta
Rebeca McKean

Abbey Venmore Mihi Shepherd
Huia Webby Brooke Soulsby
Nicola Wilson Lynn Treudler
Helaina Witten Simone Zoellner

Katie Woodhouse

Special congratulations must also go to Amy-

Excellence, Level Two: Leigh Scott for her gold medal in the hammer
Keely Angelo-Jones throw at the NZ Athletic Championships at the
Sarah Barnes end of last year — a truly remarkable achieve-
Genie Blasingame ment and just reward for all her hard work and
Danielle Blud commitment.

Summer Campbell

Zahra Cherrington-Irving Our goals for this year are again focused
Rachel Coenradi around raising student achievement, particu-
Shian Cottam larly Maori achievement. To this end, we be-
Mikaela Crawford gan the year by spending our Teacher Only
Paige Dixon Day at Whakapara Marae, with a programme
Ella Donald planned by HOD Maori, Ngawai Haitana-

Holly Donovan Tuhoro, and Deputy Principal, Kim Rogers,
Dominique Fong supported by present and past students to
Sophie Gilbert Keene help us focus on culturally responsive peda-
lona Hayman gogy, making our classrooms more student
Jorja Heta centred.

Megan King



This was followed by the whole staff going to
the start of the Year 13 camp for the first morn-
ing session as we firmly believe this camp is es-
sential in preparing our senior students to make
the most of their final year at school and in
uniting them as a year group.

While Year 13 students were at camp, other
year levels came in for their respective induc-
tion days. This year we were very lucky to have
Brooke Neal, an ex-Head Girl (2008) and a cur-
rent Black Stick come in to do presentations and
workshops around goal setting, with many prac-
tical tips and recommended readings and apps
to help along the way. We are aiming to bring
her back again later in the year for follow up
sessions and look forward to following her jour-
ney in the Black Sticks as she gains her 100th
cap in the current series of games in Argentina.

This year, we have moved back to a six day
timetable to give us greater flexibility and to
reduce the number of split classes. However,
the structure is different with the day beginning
with whanau time. This is where we will start
the day with Timatanga, the daily notices,
checking attendance and uniform and anything
else needed. There are two other half hour
whanau times in the week for structured,
planned activities. With the increased size of
our roll, the whanau class is of increasing im-
portance where every student can feel she be-
longs, with a whanau teacher who knows her
well and where tuakana teina is visible (big sis-
ter looking after little sister).

We are very excited to be able to say finally,
with certainty, that we will have our new ten
classroom block ready for use at the start of
next year. We have one more year of pain, with
tight rooming being an understatement, until
we are able to house Art, Commerce and Stu-
dent Support in beautiful modern learning envi-
ronments and in doing so, ease the pressure on
everyone else. Our new weights room was com-
pleted over the holidays and is already in high
demand. Next on the agenda will be a full re-
vamp of the Lamb Block into modern learning
environments which will provide more class-
rooms for the English department.

On Friday we are holding our Swimming Sports
and look forward to increased levels of participa-
tion. Traditionally we seem to have a very large
number of students needing the day off for doc-
tor’s appointments and other engagements and
this is always very disappointing. Every year, it is
the House with the highest level of participation
which wins. It is a school day, with timetabled
classes in the morning and Swimming Sports in
the afternoon. It is important to build House
spirit and school spirit. Please encourage your
daughter to come and participate in some way
to helping her House to do well.

Early next month is the Student, Parent, Teacher
(SPT) meetings for all new students at every lev-
el. Please take the time to book online with your
daughter’s whanau teacher and | am sure you
will find the meeting most productive and help-
ful.

All the best for a fantastic year for you and your
daughters as we work together to achieve all our
goals. We are very proud of our students and are
excited to see what 2017 will bring.

Nga mihi nui

Noho ora mai

Anne Cooper
Principal



NCEA 2016

Overall our NCEA results for 2016 were pleasing,
with the percentage of students gaining NCEA
showing improvement from 2015 and exceeding
the National average in each year level:

2015 2016 Nat

Level 3 78.0 80.3 74.2
Level 2 779 89.2 833
Level 3 77.7 729 634

In line with our aim of improving our grades, we
also improved the percentage of students gaining
Excellence Endorsements in all three levels:

2015 2016
Level 1 204 225
Level 2 147 153
Level 3 9.4 11.0

Our Maori results at Level 2 showed significant

improvements:
2015 2016 Nat
66.2 89.7 77.6

We are grateful to those involved in the Aim High
programme for working with these students to
ensure their success. Once more our aim for 2017
will be to further improve all NCEA results for all
students.

Our Scholarship results were also pleasing and we
congratulate the following students and the
teachers who went the extra mile holding tutori-
als, marking extra work and giving students feed-
back to help them get to the level required. A
scholarship award places the recipient in the top
3% of students in that subject.

ENG: Mihi Shepherd, Brooke Soulsby &
Breanna Worthington

BIO: Mihi Shepherd

PAl: Sarah Adam

DES: Julia Carter-Bell

PHO: Nina Kalkoff

GEO: Cezanne Hamilton

DVC: Sarah Adam

FRE: Rebecca Robb

Congratulations to the following teaching staff:
Marg Northey, Cali Wati, Megan White, Dave
Beazley, Ashleigh Rule and Martin White.

Noelene Martin
Deputy Principal

English Department Corner

We are thrilled to welcome back our stu-
dents, and we are all looking forward to
working with your daughter/s in English this
year. Welcome to the four new teachers in
our department in 2017: Graham Barlow,
Rebekah Hines, Camielle King and Amanda
Yovich. We are excited to have you all on
board this year. Overall, the department is
delighted with our students’ NCEA external
results last year. We have seen a significant
increase in the number of Merit endorse-
ments at all three levels, in addition to in-
creased numbers of Excellence endorse-
ments at Levels 2 and 3. 2016 also saw our
best Scholarship results for several years.
Three students were awarded a Scholarship
pass in English, an incredible achievement.
This is an extremely challenging examina-
tion which involves considerable extra
learning. We are so proud of Mihi Shep-
herd, Brooke Soulsby and Breanna
Worthington-Gibbs, and we wish them eve-
ry success as they launch into their tertiary
studies. At this time of the year, we would
just like to remind everyone to have a look
for any department text books that might
be hiding at home. We welcome back all
texts, no questions asked. Already, there
are several opportunities for our passionate
writers and public speakers to involve
themselves in a range of competitions. We
encourage all students to keep a close ear
to the Daily Notices so they can take up all
of these opportunities. Lastly, we are excit-
ed to announce that WGHS will be on the
road again this year to attend a perfor-
mance of this year’s Pop-up Globe Shake-
spearean Theatre. The Year 13 English 01
students are invited to take up the chance
to see this world class theatre on 14 March.
This year the Queen’s Company of the Pop-
up Globe is performing our studied play,
“Othello”. This is sure to be a wholly memo-
rable experience!

Nga mihi nui,

Marg Northey
HOD English



Science Corner

‘Hands-On at Otago’ is a great opportunity for Year 12 and 13 students to experience ‘Uni life’ and to test
out a variety of courses that the University of Otago has to offer. We were lucky enough to receive a scholarship to
fly down to Dunedin from the 15-20th of January. We joined over 400 students from all over the country who were
selected to take part in a range of 40 different projects, ours being Geography (Tove) and Biochemistry (Rosie).

For the biochemistry course, we spent the week learning about genetic engineering. We used restriction enzymes to
cut out the gene for the protein from the arctic tooth fish DNA, and then this was put into the plasmid of E coli to
multiply. The E Coli then made the LDH protein. The protein was then separated and contained so that it could be
used to test for lactase in soy sauce using DNA staining. It was an overall an extremely interesting topic and being
able to individually complete the project made the experience that much more real.

The Geography project involved a lot of field work at the Dunedin beaches using amazing scientific instruments
such as ground penetrating radar and laser surveying equipment. We completed activities which involved work in
the sediment laboratory and exploration of common coastal management issues.

After our main projects each morning we had the opportunity to visit other departments of the University and ex-
plore Dunedin’s vibrant student life.

Congratulations to Mihi Shepherd who gained a scholarship in
Biology. We also acknowledge the following students who gained

w Excellence endorsements in their Science subjects.

Level One Science: Rachel Craw, Poppy Griffin-King, Kate
Hutchinson, Teaghan Kirby, Kelsey Kokich, Bella Latimer, Ash-
leigh Monsen, Tove Petersson, Cailyn Prisk, Nicole Robinson, Sa-

This year we welcome three new teachers rah Scott, Riya Shajumon, Lauryn Smith, Anna Towers, Abbey

to the Science department: Venmore
Mrs Suzie Scourfield comes to head up Level One Agriculture& Horticulture: Bella Latimer, Kayla
the Chemistry department. She is an expe- Lear

rienced Chemistry teacher, originally from

Wales but hag taught at Avonside Girls 12 Biology: Hiromi Beran, Danielle Blud, Summer Campbell
High School in Christchurch.

12 Chemistry: Sarah Barnes, Danielle Blud, Zahra Cherrington-

Mr Tom.Cull comes to us fr'om Pakuranga Irving, Mikaela Crawford, Ella Parr, Chloe Topping, Ellie Weston,
College in Auckland and joins our Physics Sabrina Teoh

department.

. o 12 Physics: Isabella Anderson, Sarah Barnes, Summer Camp-
Miss Emma Smith joins us as part of the bell, Mikaela Crawford, Tahlia Lawton, Sabrina Teoh, Ellie Weston
Teach First NZ programme and brings
lots of enthusiasm to her classes and is 13 Biology: Julia Carter-Bell, Mihi Shepherd

teaching Science and Chemistry.
13 Physics: Grace Elliot, Mihi Shepherd

The Transpower Neighbourhood Engineers Awards are an opportunity for students to work with engineering men-
tors on practical projects that address real needs for the school and/or community. This is led by the Institute of Pro-
fessional Engineers New Zealand and is sponsored by Transpower. They are looking for innovative and creative col-
laborations between students, teachers and volunteer engineers. If you are interested, see Mr Cull in room 18.



Geography Department News

Congratulations to all students on successful

examination results and especially to the fol-
lowing students who were awarded NCEA Ex-
cellence Endorsements in Geography follow-

ing last year’s examinations.

Level One

Olivia Crum, Baylie Drummond, Fiona Howe,
Teaghan Kirby, Bella Latimer, Kayla Lear, Ra-
chel Maher, Sharon Mar, Nica Munroe, Tove
Petersson, Nicole Robinson, Uma Robinson,
Sarah Scott, Lauryn Smith, Renee Topp, Huia
Webby and Helaina Witten.

Level Two

Alesha Ahrens, Jessica Pilmer, Macey Polwart,
Soktaera Sean, Amber Taylor and Te Arawa
Tumai.

Level Three

Brenna Ahrens, Frances Christian Farrow, Na-
talie Dey, Katie Locke, Kendra Scott, Sara Tay-
lor and Inez Wilson Harding.

Scholarship Geography

Congratulations to Cezanne Hamilton who was
successful in reaching the standard required
for this examination which focussed on Global
Migration issues.

Exciting times ahead with field trips coming
up. Here is a reminder of dates and when fees
and permission slips are due please:

. Year 11 — Poor Knights trip — 3 March —
$90 fee and permission slip due by 27
February

. Year 12 Tongariro trip — 3-5 May — $120
Deposit due by 6 March and $100 bal-
ance by 13 April

o Year 13 Ruakaka trip — 7 April — $20 fee
and permission slip due by 31 March

Denise Potter
HOD Geography

Head and Deputy Head Girls

2017 has begun! For us, the school year
kicked off with the prefect training day on
the 26th January, the first time we got to
meet our full team. It was awesome to see
the wonderful enthusiasm and exciting ideas
in store, and we're really looking forward to
working with you all!

Next was the Year 13 leadership camp in Pa-
rua Bay, filled with raft building, kayaking,
jetty jumping, flagpole construction, flax
weaving, Year 13’s Got Talent, and many
different games and activities that we aim to
run with our respective whanau classes. We
learned many leadership skills to put to good
use during the year, as well as other im-
portant lessons, such as the fact that a raft
with three tyres and five people has ques-
tionable floatation, the immense height of a
flagpole does not guarantee its structural
stability, and when multiple people are clam-
bering over a row of kayaks, the probability
of ocean immersion is high! It was great fun,
and all the teambuilding brought us closer
together as a year group. We'd like to say a
huge thank to all the teachers who were part
of the organisation and running of the camp,
as well as applaud those who performed in
the highly competitive, highly entertaining
student-teacher dance off.

Induction Day for the Year 9’s and Year 13’s
was a great opportunity to meet our new
students, and the Powhiri the next day wel-
comed them as well as new and returning
teachers to our school, followed by our first
whole school assembly for the year, which
we were proud to lead as Head Girls. We are
so excited for this year and determined to
leave a positive impact on the school that has
given us so many amazing opportunities. We
have been planning initiatives to carry out
through the year, both new ideas and
strengthening those of our predecessors to
ensure they continue.

For Clubs and Socs this year had one day for
the juniors on Monday 20th and one day for
the seniors on Tuesday 21st. The clubs and
committees are a huge part of our school’s



vibrant culture, and we urge all the girls to
seize this opportunity to join at least one club
or committee — though multiple is fantastic!
Swimming Sports and House Day are also
speeding towards us, and House spirit is
mounting with some great new chants.

This year will be a hive of activity, but working
together, we believe we can all help to make it
a great one.

Summer Campbell, Amy Horn, Hiromi Beran
& Te Arawa Tumai
Head and Deputy Head Girls

‘ T WATKATO

Te Whare Wananga o Waikaro

Congratulations to the following students who
have received a qualification conferred at the
University of Waikato between 1 June 2016
and 31 December 2016:

Barbara Clarke
Deborah Ryder

Bachelor of Teaching
Postgraduate Diploma in
Marketing

Kelly Klink Bachelor of Arts

Jolene Foster Bachelor of Teaching—
Primary

Katie Were Master of Applied
Psychology

Adelaide Roza-Marie

Bachelor of Social Sciences
Bachelor of Electronic
Commerce

Bachelor of Business
Analysis

Hannah Ross

Hayley Schultz

Lift Keys—Bond

In the event of your daughter sustaining an
injury, a key to access the school lift is availa-
ble. A refundable bond will be charged, due to
keys not being returned.

R Tucker Thompson

The R. Tucker Thompson has now confirmed
dates for their 2017 youth development voy-
ages. A great way to see our coastline! De-
signed to develop confidence and leadership,
they can be life changing experiences... not
only that, they are a heap of fun! On board,
students learn about safety at sea and the
marine environment, as well as navigation,
sailing and seamanship. There is an oppor-
tunity to explore the amazing Bay of Islands
and the Northland coastline, catch fish and
explore our islands. If you are a young person
aged between 13 and 18 or know of some-
one that is interested, please contact
youth@tucker.co.nz asap or complete an ap-
plication form from our website here or this
address http://tucker.co.nz/youth-voyages/

Funding options are available so please do
not hesitate to ask!



http://tucker.co.nz/youth-voyages/sail_training/
http://tucker.co.nz/youth-voyages/sail_training/
http://tucker.co.nz/youth-voyages/sail_training/
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NSSSA bowls
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NSSSA Waka ama
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NISS Rowing Champs
NSSSA Beach to Basin

12ECS course
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12ECS course
110ED kayak

13ENG Pop-up Globe

15 11SCI03 trip
12/130ED kayak
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17 12/13ECS course
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NSSSA Volleyball —snr
18 NSSSA Clay target shooting #1

PTA

PTA & Kathmandu Offer

The PTA have organised an evening at Kath-
mandu where WGHS students can buy black
puffer jackets and other gear at a highly dis-
counted rate. The time will be 5-7pm on
Thursday 23rd March at the Whangarei Kath-
mandu store. Students must bring WGHS ID.
Parents and teachers will also be able to get a
discount on that day. This discount evening
will be happening once a term, mainly to give
families a chance to obtain black puffer jack-
ets at a discount.

PTA Second Hand Uniform Sale

On behalf of the PTA, thank you to those who
donated uniform items for our recent second
hand uniform sale. As a result the PTA was
able to raise $1220 which is amazing.

New PTA Chair

| am excited to tell you that Tracy Maher has
taken over as PTA Chair....so thanks for every-
thing....and over and out from me!

Sue Wordsworth
PTA Chairperson

gtowaway Lockerg

Lockers are available again this year, $50 per
year plus a refundable $10 bond. If you would
like a locker for 2017, you will need to fill in an
online order form at
www.stowawaylockers.co.nz

GET IN QUICK as they are going fast!
p

Robyn
STOWAWAY LOCKERS

Attendance Line — Direct Dial 430 4405

or email office@wghs.school.nz



http://www.stowawaylockers.co.nz/

